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Hello to all my fellow NASCOE members! 

 

There is not much new to report for the website but I wanted to send out some reminders. 

 

My current project for the NASCOE website is to make sure that each state and area that has a 

website is linked to www.nascoe.org.  If you have a website please send me the name of your 

webmaster, their contact information, and the link to your site.  I have only gotten two so 

faréthere are how many states out there??? I know that each state does not have a website but 

many of you do.  Please send me your information! J 

 

There have been a few updates to the PAC page and I am going to be updating another form this 

week.  Please check it out!  If you would like access to the PAC page to please include your 

state, NASCOE/State Association office held, if applicable, and if you are a member of 

RASCOE you must also be an associate member of your state.  Including this basic information 

expedites the verification process and is greatly appreciated. Thanks! 

 

I have gotten a few emails returned to me when sending out the website notifications so if you 

havenôt gotten anything from me please visit http://nascoe.org/contactus.aspx and submit your 

current contact information. 

 

If you have any questions or comments concerning the site please feel free to contact me at 

nascoewebmaster@live.com. I would love to hear from you! 

 

Take care and God bless! 

 

 

 

http://www.nascoe.org/
http://nascoe.org/contactus.aspx
mailto:nascoewebmaster@live.com


 

The NASCOE Store 
www.nascoeemblemsonline.com 

Orders are coming in for the Hawaiian Shirts and I wanted to make sure all of you get your shot at this 

special offer!  We have reached the ¬Final Level­ and all sales from now until June 30
th
 NASCOE receives the 

full 10% commission towards our Scholarship programs!  Jenna and I stopped at a major clothing store the 

other day and looked at not to attractive looking Hawaiian shirts and they were $26.99.  Era is offering these 

special edition NASCOE Hawaiian shirts for only $28.00 plus a small shipping charge.  For every shirt ordered 

now the Scholarship fund will receive $2.80!   Era has so many items that you cannot find anywhere else, so 

take some time to look at all of the items and deals and make one large order for the office and save on 

shipping costs!  Then you can sit back with a smile on your face and feel proud as you know that you are 

now a part of the NASCOOE Family that loves to support the NASCOE Scholarship Program!    Please 

remember that because these are ¬special order shirts­ you must order two weeks prior to when you need 

the shirt!  

              

 

Go Loud and Proud with   or   Go old school and be Cool  

Floral Tropicana (#1 seller!)     with Vintage Paradise  

For my stuffed Teddy Bear lovers, we even have cute little bears sporting Hawaiian shirts!  Just go to 

www.nascoeemblemsonline.com and click on Hawaiian Shirts to place your orders! 

Tom Oasen, NASCOE ASE Chairperson                             

 

 

http://www.nascoeemblemsonline.com/
http://www.nascoeemblemsonline.com/


How Program Submissions Worké 

I. County office personnel have an Idea that will save time and stay within current 

program regulation. 

II. County office personnel fills out the program efficiency form posted on the NASCOE 

Website or sends an email formatted with the Issue/Facts/Solution to their State 

Program Chairperson. 

III. The State Program Chairperson reviews the idea for clarity (which may involve working 

with the county office person who sent in the idea). 

IV. Once the issue has been clarified, if needed, then the State Programs Chairperson will 

forward this to the Area Programs Chairperson. 

V. Again, the Area Program Chairperson will review for clarity (which may involve working 

with the State Programs Chairperson) and to also make sure that this issue has not 

already been put in the loop by someone else) 

VI. Once the issue has been clarified at the Area level, then the Area Chairperson will 

forward this to the National Programs Chairperson.  

VII. The National Programs Chairperson reviews for clarity and decides if it will be a Program 

Item or if it needs to be referred to the Officers and Executives for a Negotiating 

item, if it seems to be out of the scope of the Programs Committee. 

VIII. If it stays with the Programs Committee, the National Programs Chair may ask for 

input from NASCOE Officers, Area Executives, Area and State Program Chairs, and 

the original sender of the idea, for input to hopefully have the idea as clear and 

concise before sending it to the National Office for Consideration. 

IX. Once all issues are worked out, then the National Programs Chair will send the idea to a 

contact in the National Office who helps facilitate the idea reaching the proper 

department in the National Office in Washington, DC.  The original senders name 

does not appear when sent into the National Office. Only the National Programs 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ 

time. 

X. The National office will then send their response back to the National Programs 

Committee Chairperson. 

XI. The National Programs Committee Chairperson will then email the original sender of the 

idea, the NASCOE Officers, Area Executives the response received from the National 

Office. Then the response will also be posted to the NASCOE website on the 

Programs Committee page. The Area Chairs will then send the response out to the 

State Programs Chairperson. This will hopefully keep everyone in the loop.  



 

Reminder:  Dues and Database 

This is an early reminder that 3
rd
 quarter dues need to be turned in by April 10

th
.  State chairs: please make sure that 

your dues are sent in.  Area chairs: please double check with your states and make sure they are on track to get their 

dues turned in on time!  There are still a few states that have not turned in 2
nd

 quarter duesé. We REALLY need to 

get them in. 

The database is coming along well.  I am only lacking 13 states.  We are starting to use the database on a regular 

basis so it is very important that you get it turned in to me.  If you need another copy of the spreadsheet, let me 

know.  As soon as you get it ready, email it to me.  My email address is nascoembrshpgal@yahoo.com.  Area 

Chairs: please check with me if you are not sure if all your states have turned in their database.  Remember, even if 

you donôt have a memberôs personal information; please include them on your list.  We need all members listed.  

We can fill in the other information at a later date if needed.   

If you have any questions or concerns, donôt hesitate to contact me.  I will do my best to get you whatever 

information you need. 

Thanks for all you do for NASCOE! 

Angie Bierman 

NASCOE Membership Chair 

A membership brochure for new employees or to encourage membership in counties and states, may be 

found at: http://nascoe.org/Membership.aspx 

mailto:nascoembrshpgal@yahoo.com
http://nascoe.org/Membership.aspx


 



Ready for Microsoft 2007?   

Whether you just upgraded or are schedule to upgrade soon, there are a few things you should 

know.  The new Microsoft Office 2007 suite still has the favorites including Outlook, Word, 

Excel, and PowerPoint; it also has many enhancements and new features.  What does this 

mean to you?  A brand new interface and increased functionality.  If you need help, AgLearn is 

your one-stop shop for all of your Microsoft 2007 resource needs.  More importantly, all of the 

resources in AgLearn are available to you at no cost since your agency has prepaid for each of 

your licenses.  Below are just a few of the vast amount of resources that are available now!  

Introduction to the New Microsoft Office User Interface is just one of the courses available 

directly from Microsoft Corporation to get you started.  You can also take advantage of the many 

ñGetting Startedò SkillSoft courses that focuses on each application such as Getting Started 

with Word 2007. 

Another valuable resource is the Microsoft Office 2007 Knowledge Center pictured below.  From 

here, you can email or chat directly to the experts; find helpful online books; and use roadmaps 

and challenges to improve your skills. 

 

Of course, Books24x7 provides the latest online books including Office 2007 For Dummies.   

To make your search easier, below is a list of some of the most popular courses to help you 

transition to Office 2007. 

Á Introduction to Microsoft Office 2007  
Á Configuring Rules, Alerts, and Junk E-mail Settings in Outlook 2007  
Á Editing and Proofreading Documents in Microsoft Office Word 2007   
Á Getting Started with Excel 2007   
Á Getting Started with Microsoft Office PowerPoint 2007   
 

Advanced courses are also available!  For more information, log into AgLearn today at 

www.aglearn.usda.gov.   

 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MS%2dOFFICE2007%2d4697&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1237867200000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=mo%5fbgwd%5fa01%5fdt%5fenus%5fSKILLSOFT&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1186675020000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=mo%5fbgwd%5fa01%5fdt%5fenus%5fSKILLSOFT&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1186675020000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=kc%5fof%5fa02%5fkc%5fenus&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1228101180000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=USDA%2dBOOK%2d16972&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1241720280000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=mv%5fmvmo%5fa01%5fit%5fenus%5fSKILLSOFT&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1218810625000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=mo%5fadol%5fa02%5fdt%5fenus%5fSKILLSOFT&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1186673520000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MS%2dOFFICE2007%2d5420&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1237867200000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=mo%5fbgex%5fa01%5fdt%5fenus%5fSKILLSOFT&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1186674000000
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=ITEM_DETAILS&componentID=MS%2dOFFICE2007%2d5431&componentTypeID=Web+Based&revisionDate=1237867200000
http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/


HF85 =\WbWObWdSammm% 

 

                                                          http://www.youtube.com/usda#p/p/a/u/2/zoJ40rpaNVw  

 

                                                       

 

                                         http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/knowyourfarmer?navid=KNOWYOURFARMER 

 

 

  

                                                                    

                                              USDA ~ Ready to Move for a Healthier Generation 

 

                                                              http:// www.letsmove.gov/  

 

               Southeast Area Alternate Executive Committee Vacancy 

SEA Alternate Exec Dave McCurdy has accepted a District Director position in Alabama.  The 
SEA needs candidates that would be interested in filling the unexpired term as SEA Alternate.  I 
will be conducting a special election the second week of April to fill his position.   Any interested 
candidates please contact me or your state president.  I would like to thank Dave for serving as 
my alternate and wish him the best as a District Director.  

Thanks 

Perry Dykes 

SEA Exec 

http://www.youtube.com/usda#p/p/a/u/2/zoJ40rpaNVw
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/knowyourfarmer?navid=KNOWYOURFARMER
http://letsmove.gov/
http://www.letsmove.gov/


  

Take A Break 

Itôs been a long winter and now that spring is on its way, we know we are going to be getting busy as the 

farmers get busy in the fields.  I would suggest that you attend you State Associationôs convention or your 

Area Rally.  This is a great opportunity for you to burn off some frustrations with people who know 

exactly what you are dealing with at work.  It is also a great opportunity to exchange ideas, learn more 

about NASCOE, or possibly even get some information on FSA or retirement benefits.   

I donôt remember how many state conventions I have been to in the Midwest during the last nine years 

but they are never the same and I always appreciate the work each state puts into making them a success.  

The opportunity to renew friendships and make new friends, exchange ideas, and have a good time is 

something I have greatly enjoyed. 

The general format is that the convention lasts two maybe three days if it is an Area Rally.  The first day 

is usually a fun day that may include a golf outing or tour of some type.  States have offered retirement 

training and also have their director meetings scheduled for the part of this first day.  Something that has 

been very enjoyable for attendees is a question and answer session with a panel of State office specialists.   

The first night there could be a banquet and usually some type of entertainment.  The entertainment I have 

been able to enjoy includes euchre tournaments, live auctions, dances, bowling, skits, trivia contests, and 

some other wonderful activities.  Apparently, I will be attending a luau and enjoying a hula contest at the 

MWA Rally this year.   

The second day is usually the meeting day when business is conducted.  The organizers work hard to get 

informative speakers who will provide information on NASCOE and other areas that will be of interest to 

those in attendance.  Association business is also conducted including activities during the past year or 

issues that will be coming up in the future for NASCOE or the State association. 

Conventions are a great opportunity to give a non-member a taste of NASCOE and getting them involved.  

The chance to have fun and become better informed is greatly appreciated by most people.  Those that 

attend conventions and get involved with their associations become informed members and can use the 

things they learn back home in their county or state.   

Beginning with the Midwest and Southwest Area Rallies April 9-10, there will be many opportunities to 

attend a convention.  Indiana, North Carolina, Wisconsin, Michigan, South Dakota and Mississippi all 

have state conventions planned before the North East Area will have their Area Rally.  Please go to the 

State associationôs website for registration forms or see if the Area or NASCOE websites to get the dates 

and details on activities associated with that convention.   Convention attendance is a great way to show 

support for your association leadership, stay informed on NASCOE and FSA issues, and just to have a 

good time.  Take a break                                                                                                                                                     

Jon Williams 

MWA Executive Committee Person 



 

For Immediate Release 
Contact: Craig Turner 806-269-0610 

NAFEC Travels to Nation's Capitol to Meet 
with Key USDA Leadership  

FSA County Committee Members Discuss Their Critical Role in Farm Program Delivery and 
Outreach with Deputy Secretary M errigan and Administrator Coppess   

WASHINGTON (RuralWire), March 24, 2010 ï Craig Turner, President of the National Association of 

Farmer Elected Committees (NAFEC) led his organizationôs board of directors to the nationôs capitol this 
week to meet with ke y leadership at the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).   

 

Turnerôs group met with United States Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Kathleen Merrigan, Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Administrator Jonathan Coppess, FSA Deputy Administrator of Field Operations Karis 

Gutter, FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs Brandon Willis as well as his assistant Craig Trimm. 
 

Also in attendance were The National Association of Farm Service Agency County Office Employeesô 

(NASCOE) President Myron Stroup and Vice President John Lohr. 
 

ñCounty committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link 
between the agricultural community and the USDA. Farmers and ranchers who serve on county 

committees,ò said Turner.  NAFEC members work hand-in-hand to help NASCOE members deliver FSA 
farm programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on: 

commodity price support loans and payments; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster 

payments for some commodities; emergency programs and payment eligibility. FSA committees operate 
within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.ò 

 
NASCOE President Stroup declared, ñNASCOE appreciates the opportunity to work with NAFEC on issues 

of mutual concern together, strengthening the working relationship of our two organizations, and 

maintaining an open line of communications.ò 
 

Key issues addressed in the meetings held at USDAôs Washington headquarters were improving outreach 
and education to farmers, especially socially disadvantaged and minority farmers, recent budget cuts, 

information technology (IT) challenges, improved selection of minority representation on county FSA 

committees, and FSA county office closures. 
 

ñThe challenge of delivering a growing  multitude of highly complex programs to a much larger customer 
base has been, and continues to be, exacerbated with an ever-declining FSA workforce and an ever-

shrinking number of county offices,ò declared Turner, a farmer and rancher from Matador, Texas.  ñWe 



need to work hard to retain our current workforce, work hard to recruit new talent for our workforce, 

declare a moratorium on any further county office closures and accelerate the acquisition and 
deployment of a modern IT platform.ò 

 
ñNAFEC is dedicated to work with NASCOE in assisting Secretary Vilsack, Deputy Secretary Merrigan and 

Administrator Coppess to ensure that all farmers and ranchers are included in the fair and equitable 

delivery of FSA programs.ò 

 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FARMER ELECTED COMMITTEES 

Membership Application/ Renewal Form 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 

PHONE NUMBER: 

E-MAIL: 

Would you prefer to have the newsletter sent electronically to you?  Yes_____ No_____ 

Are you submitting an FSA-444 to your County FSA office for automatic dues withholding?     Yes*_____ 
No_____ 

If yes, please remember to send your personal information to NAFEC or have your FSA office do so. 

_____ Committee memberΧ$35 

_____ FSA employee or Associate memberΧ$20 

_____ $3.00 per meeting (444 dues withholding only)* 

* Please check with your staff to set up your 444 

If paying by check, please make payable to NAFEC 

Please send membership information and/or questions and comments to: 

Tom Ardoin, Secretary / Treasurer 

NAFEC  

P.O. Box 400 

Pine Prairie, LA 70576 

Phone / Fax: 337-599-2783 

Mobile: 337-831-0671 

Email ς tntardoin@centurytel.net 

The National Association of Farmer Elected Committees is a non -profit organization 

composed of and led by farmers, nominated and elected by farmers, and serving all farmers 

in each of their county USDA Farm Service Agency offices.  To learn more about NAFEC or to 
join please go to http://fsacountycommittees.org   



 

 

 



 

 

                                                 

 

Raffle tickets are also available for a Quilt of gift basket fill ed with Vermont products! 

Proceeds go to the NEA Scholarship Fund. Tickets can be found on the NASCOE website by clicking on the 

B95 `OZZg `SUWab`ObW]\ T]`[m http://nascoe.org/Northeast.aspx 

 


